4.   CHRISTIANS AND SWARAJ
THE EDITOR, Young India
SIR,
At this time when there is so much questioning about the attitude
of Indian Christians towards swar^j, I, as a representative of a large class
of thinking Christians, should like to draw the attention of your readers
to certain important facts with which very few of our Hindu and Moslem
compatriots are acquainted.
Let me, in the first place, point out clearly that the so-called Indian
Christians are a community built up very largely by peoples in the West,
. . . The two agencies which have completed the work of denationalizing
the Christian church in India have been : (i) the Western missionary
societies, (ii) our own Hindu and Moslem brethren. . . , Our Hindu and
Moslem relations . . * ostracized and boycotted us. . . . on our adopting
a different religion, . . .
Through the influence of missionaries, Indian Christians adopted
English ways of dress and living which instilled in them a sense of their
own importance and completely destroyed the last germ of patriotism and
national zeal. . . . God's name be praised that in spite of the missionaries'
efforts to keep us down, a real awakening has, after all, come upon our
community, and with growing means of education and prosperity a real
sense of devotion to our motherland is also fast developing. . . . You will
find that some Indian Christians are even worse Anglo-Indians in their
views than many Europeans and Anglo-Indians themselves, But if you are
true Indians, be patient with such . , * befriend them and prove to them
that all Indians, whether they be Hindus, Muslims, Parsis or Christians,
are the sons and daughters of the self-same mother and so true brothers
and true sisters. . . . Assure your Christian brethren of your real love for
them and you will find that the Christian Indian, when he is once inspired
with the love of his country, will lay down his very life in her service
and shed his very blood in her noble fight for freedom.
/ m, etc.)
A CHRISTIAN SON OF MOTHER INDIA
I publish this letter1 with the omission of two passages of
personal reference because of the appeal made to Hindus and
Mussulmans. I do not like the unqualified reference to the
1 Only excerpts reproduced here